ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
139 N. Fourth Street
Emmaus, Pennsylvania

May 4, 2008

Seventh Sunday of Easter: ASCENSION 8:00 & 10:30 AM

The People of God Gather For Worship

Thought for Meditation: “It is not doing the thing we like to do, but
liking the things we have to do; this makes llgsbed.”

- Goethe
Prelude: “Agnus Dei” arr. Parks
...All May Stand...
Processional Hymn:Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 57

...Please Be Seated...

Welcome and Announcements
Passing of the Peace

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

...All May Stand...

Solemn Declaration
Call to Worship:

Leader: Clap your hands, all you people of God!
Sing praises to our Ascended Lord.
God reigns among us and far beyond us.
We celebrate the immeasurable richness of
God!
We are called to be witnessing people.
Witness, then, to God’s loving purpose in Jesus
Christ.
Christ is head over all things for the chueh.
We celebrate again Christ’s resurrection and
ascension.

People:

Leader:

People:

The People of God Confess Their Sins

Act of Confession:

Leader:

All:

Our worship celebrates God'’s rule over all creatitWe

are a part of that creation. We can choose whetheot

to acknowledge God’s eternal presence in our iddii
lives and in the church. Do our deeds reflect the
immeasurable greatness of God's presence? Do the
mark us as disciples of Jesus Christ? Join me inow
admitting the shallowness of our commitment.

O God, you are ruler over all things. That stikes
terror within us when we realize how poorly our
church has lived as the body of Christ in this wod.

We have been more interested in institutional surval
than in proclamation of the Gospel, more attentiveao
numbers than to individuals, more eager to speak
than to listen. What is true of all of us togetheris
sometimes true for most of us individually. Our
witness to Jesus Christ is a pale reflection of thpy
expressed by the early disciples. Forgive our
pretenses. Amen.

Silent Confession

Kyrie:
Leader

People:

Leader

People:

Leader

People:

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Forgiveness:

Leader:

Repentance opens the way for forgiveness. God is
restoring all who are truly sorry. Drink from teeams

of living water. Receive the power of the Holy 18pi
that you may forgive even as you have been forgiven
Amen.



Sung ResponséGloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to thedoly
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and evehall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
...Please Be Seated...

The People of God Share the Word of God

Loud Offering
A Time to Pass Our Faith Onto Our Children
The Holy Scripture:

First Lesson: Psalm 47 Page 450
Second Lesson: Acts 1:3-11 agd’884
Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:44-53 Page 861

Sermon#*The Irrational Season of Ascension” Rev. Curt Sandrock

The People of God Pray

Celebrations of Joy and Moments of Concern

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor:  Let us pray.

Pastoral Prayer
Silent Prayer
Sharing our Tithes and Offerings

Invitation
The Offering: Organ Offertory (8:00)
Senior Choir: “People Need the Lord”

.All May Stand...

(10:30)

The Offertory ResponséWe Give Thee But Thine Own” #382
We give thee but thine own,
whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

Prayer of Dedication and Commitment

Leader: Please join me in this prayer.

People: For the life you have offered, for the vision you
created, for the ministry of Jesus Christ that
empowers our witness, we give thanks. May these
offerings of gratitude given here extend the posiie
influence of this congregation into places and peoss
not responding to the good news of Jesus Christ. yB
this act of giving, may our own commitment be
deepened. Amen.

We Share the Lord’s Supper

Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to God.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to God Most High.
People: Itis right to give God thanks angraise.
Communion Prayer
Seraphic Hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty dhy glory;
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of therd:;
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
...Please Be Seated...
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name Thy
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it ign
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And fgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And leadsunot into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Words of Institution
Consecration of the Elements



Pastor  Consecrate, therefore, by Your Word and Spiothkus
and these gifts of bread and wine, that in recgitirem
at this table, and in offering here our faith amdige, we
may be united with Christ and one another, and iema
faithful to the tasks He sets before us.

In the strength Christ gives us, we offerwselves to
You, eternal God, and give thanks that You have
called us to serve You. Amen.

Through the broken bread we participate in tbdybof
Christ. Through the cup of blessing we participate
the life Christ gives. Come, for all things aradwg.

The Communion

The Blessing

People:

Pastor:

...All May Stand...
Prayer of Thanksgiving

All: We thank You God, for inviting us to this table
where we have known the presence of Christ and
have received all His gifts. Strengthen our faith,
increase our love for one another, and let us show
forth Your praise in our lives; through Jesus Chrid
our Savior. Amen.

The People of God Go Forth In Mission

Benediction

Threefold Amen

Recessional Hymn®We Call Ourselves Disciples” #357
Silent Moment

Postlude:“Trumpet Tune” Martin

Communion

We invite to the Lord’s Table “all baptized membefghe Christian
Church, who look to the Lord Jesus for righteousrse®l salvation, and
who desire to possess His Spirit and walk in Higswa People of any
age are welcome to receive communion. When cononurays are
distributed, you will see the cups in the centarenhanhite grape juice.
The other cups have wine. You may choose whicheweryou prefer.

It is our custom for members to wait until all hdaen served, and then
the pastor will invite all to commune. Please rether to complete a
communion card today.

Welcome

It is with warmth and joy that we welcome all whavie come to
worship. May this be a time of encouragement asgiration to you
all. Blessings!

Stewardship Moment

“If the life of a river depended only on the raimat falls within the
confines of its own banks, it would soon be dryf the life of an
individual depended solely on his own resourceswbald soon fall.
Be grateful for your tributaries.”Up Words William Arthur Ward]

Children’s Bulletins are available for age groups 3 to 6 and 7 to 12.
Large-print Bulletins are available for anyone who requests one.
Church Time Nurseryis across the hall from the Family Room

Please ask our ushers to assist you with any cktheeds



Acolytes
Lay Reader:
Greeters:
Ushers:

TODAY'S WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
8:00 AM

Adam Beers, Abigail Lyons

Adele Schaffer

Ed Rohrbach, Adele Schaffer

Marty Beers, Tom Capehart, Mike Ackerman, Jim
Beers, Don Keck, Jonathan Keck

Sound System:  Jim Schaffer

Acolytes
Lay Reader:
Greeters:
Ushers:

10:30 AM

Megan Klan, Rachel Wentz

James Gardner

Julie DePhillips, Doris Schmoyer, Linda Gardner
Larry Delhagen, James Gardner, Ken Hilbert, Blliss
Drabick, John Hill, Bill Knappenberger, John Zayait

Sound System: Brian Dillman
Tape Ministry: Harold Huber
Flower Delivery:  Marty Beers

Nursery:

Alissa and Nicole Delhagen

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Paul W. Knappenberger, Senior Pagsirpaul@ptd.net
Rev. Curt Sandrock, Assisting Pastor

Patrice DiCarne, Minister of Music

Colleen Bernini, Administrative Secretary

Diane Ritter, Financial Secretadgedemarit@juno.com

Pat Dillman, Director of Christian Education

Cheryl Clauser, Sexton

Church

Office Hours: 8:30 to 11:30 & 12:30 to@:3

Phone Number: 610.965.9158..... Fax Number: 610538D.
Email:stjiohnsucc@enter.net

Website: www.stjohnsuccemmaus.org

ST. JOHN’'S CALENDAR

Sunday, May 4
Anniversary Sunday

8:00 am Worship/Holy Communion

8:30 am U.C.C. Men'’s Breakfast

9:15 am Sunday School/Friendly Adult Class/Faith

Builders/The Disciples Class
10:30 am Worship/Holy Communion
1:00 pm Basket Bingo

Monday, May 5

7:00 pm Board of Christian Education

6:00 pm Jr. GS Troop #6197
Tuesday, May 6

9:00 am Quilts for Kids

6:15 pm GS Troop #6640

7:30 pm Stewardship Committee
Wednesday, May 7

3:15 pm Staff Meeting

5:00 pm Executive Meeting

6:30 pm Confirmation

6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #25

7:30 pm Journeys Through Grief Seminar

7:45 pm Senior Choir
Thursday, May 8

6:00 pm Cherub Choir

6:30 pm Junior Choir

6:30 pm All Cub Scout Dens

6:30 pm GS Cadettes #6678

6:30 pm Jr. GS Troop #6123

7:00 pm Pork & Sauerkraut Committee (Parlor)
Saturday, May 10

8:30 am AA & Al Anon

2:30 pm Smith/Sojtori Wedding

Sunday, May 11
Pentecost Sunday/Confirmation/Mother’s Day

8:00 am Worship/Holy Communion

9:15 am Sunday School/Friendly Adult Class/Faith
Builders/The Disciples Class

10:30 am Worship/Holy Communion/Confirmation



Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 4, 2008
John 17:1-11

"THAT THEY MAY KNOW...JESUS CHRIST" (John 17:3)

Although Jesus never traveled to Antioch, notdde had heard of it. In his
day, Antioch was not only the capital of the Rorpaovince of Syria, but the
third largest city in the whole Empire. A commel@eossroads, Antioch had a
diverse population of Macedonians, Greeks, Syriand,Jews.

Antioch did not hear of Jesus, however, utftédrathe martyrdom of
Stephen, when the disciples scattered for feaerfgrution. Luke tells us in
the Acts of the Apostles that when some of theelelis arrived in Antioch
they not only preached to the Jews, as was thetooy but also to the Greeks,
"and a great number became believers." When néte @onversions
reached the church in Jerusalem, they sent Barrthbadsvite to Antioch,
where "he rejoiced, and exhorted the people to irefaéhful to the Lord with
steadfast devotion." (Acts 11:23) Indeed, so mavpfe responded to his
preaching that Barnabas summoned the Apostle B4t tside, and so it was,
Luke says, "that for an entire year they met wlid ¢hurch and taught a great
many people, and it was in Antioch that the digsphere first called
'‘Christians.™ (11:26)

What the Holy Spirit accomplished through Bémasmand Paul at Antioch
has never been surpassed. From that congregdtieriirgt Gentile church--
Paul was inspired to launch his miraculous minitrthe Greeks throughout
Asia Minor. Is it any wonder, then, that the missioes who have followed in
his footsteps ever since have so often felt inadiju

But wait a minute. Try to find Antioch on anyamtoday. It's not there. In
its place is the Turkish city of Antakya. What happd? With the fall of the
Roman Empire, Antioch went into decline. Later, i€fisns and Muslims
fought over the city for centuries until it fell tbe Ottomans in 1516.

The Apostle Paul was only human: even he coatcexpect the church at
Antioch to last forever. Or could he? To be suaylRvouldn't recognize the
city he knew almost two thousand years ago. ltsfation is less than half of
what it was. Long ago earthquakes, fires, and westroyed most of what the
Romans built. And, of course, there were no mosquesinarets when Paul
lived there.

But on the main street of Antakya there standay a Roman Catholic
church, and near-by an Orthodox church. The gaspeéxtinguishable after
all. Praise be to the stillspeaking triune God.



